Size doesn't matter; in the stroma, little things make all the difference.
In recent years there has been an increase in the number of studies into the role of stromal cells and microRNAs (miRNAs) in kidney development. Nakagawa et al. combine the two in a study of a stromal cell-specific knockout of Dicer1. The work identifies many important roles for miRNAs in these cells and kidney development in general, partially through their modification of the β-catenin signaling cascade.